JAPAN

disoriented as soon as it has to deal with Euro-
pean *and American conventions Perhaps,
as I have already suggested, the taste had
really long ceased to exist, and become a mere
habit with no power of resistance However
that may be, it is fortunate that so far, in
most crafts, the old tradition still persists, and
Japanese pottery, lacquer, weaving, and em-
broidery are still being produced not unworthy
of their artistic past How long this may
continue I cannot prophesy. A general ex-
tension of the factory system would of course
destroy it Some Japanese, it is true, arc
aware of the value of their own traditions and
of the devastating effect of industrialism on
art and beauty, and may possibly make a
successful effort to conserve what they still
possess I confess, however, that I am not
very hopeful of this. For among educated
Japanese I have met few who seem to care
about such things, and these few were apt to
be conservative and reactionary, and without
much practical influence. The terrible prestige
of the West covers and recommends every-
thing bad m it as well as everything good,
and the Japanese, most imitative of nations,
seem to desire only to be able to say at every
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